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A new survey of likely November voters in California’s 49

th
 Congressional district shows a tied race 

between Marine Colonel Doug Applegate and Congressman Darrell Issa. The poll confirms Issa’s 
status as a vulnerable incumbent, reflecting Applegate’s strong performance in the June primary 
election, as well as mirroring the only other recent public polling in this race, which showed it tied at 
43-43 percent.
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Issa is weighed down by the drag of Donald Trump’s presence at the top of the ticket and a rapidly 
shifting electorate that combine to make the 49

th
 a level playing field. Most importantly, voters have 

had enough of the party politics at the center of the broken system in Congress, and they are looking 
for independent leaders like Marine Colonel Doug Applegate. 
 

KEY FINDINGS 

 The race is a statistical dead heat. The chart below shows Issa well below the majority-support 
threshold deemed critical for incumbents, with Applegate trailing by a within-the-margin-of-error 
three points, 42-45 percent. Moreover, the undecided voters who make up 13 percent of the 
electorate have a strong Democratic tilt—37 percent of these critical voters are Democrats 
against just 27 percent who are Republicans. 

 

 
 

 Independents solidly favor Applegate. Applegate holds a 14-point lead among self-ascribed 
Independents (45-31 percent), and an even bigger 51-33 percent advantage among No Party 
Preference (NPP) voters. This will be a difficult trend for Issa to reverse, as Independents favor a 
Democratic candidate over a Republican on the generic ballot, 39-30 percent.  
 
Not only do Independents lean Democratic in CA49, but Applegate outperforms a generic 
Democrat among this critical bloc. 
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 The Trump dynamic spells trouble for Issa. In a district that Mitt Romney carried by six points 
(46-52 percent Obama-Romney), Trump trails by five, losing to Hillary Clinton 46-41 percent. 
Trump is deeply unpopular, holding a 37-60 percent favorable-unfavorable rating (21-75 percent 
among Independents). Issa’s strong endorsement of Trump—calling him the “obvious choice”—
is unlikely to sit well with middle-of-the-road voters in CA49.  
 

 California’s 49
th

 district represents a neutral playing field. The current partisan trends of the 
district belie the notion that this is Republican terrain. In addition to Clinton’s lead, voters here 
give a generic Republican just a slight 43-46 percent edge on the generic ballot. The partisan 
composition of this district has changed significantly in a short period of time—since 2012, the 
GOP’s party registration advantage has been cut by a third.  
 
 
 

   

ABOUT THE SURVEY 
 

On behalf of the Colonel Doug Applegate for Congress campaign, Strategies 360 conducted this 
survey among 599 likely November 2016 voters in California’s 49

th
 Congressional district. The full 

sample included an oversample in Orange County, bringing the total number of interviews in Orange 
County to 206 (unweighted). 
 
The survey was conducted by live professional interviewers between August 8

th
 and 11

th
, 2016. A 

combination of landline and mobile phones were called to ensure greater coverage of the population 
sampled. 
 
The margin of error for a survey of 599 interviews is ±4.0% at the 95% confidence level. The margin 
of error is higher for subsamples. Other sources of error not accounted for by the stated statistical 
margin of error include, but are not limited to, question wording, question order, coverage bias and 
response bias. 
 
The sample for this survey was drawn randomly from a list of registered voters and stratified by 
supervisor district within each county in the Congressional district. Quotas were assigned to reflect 
the actual contribution of these areas to the total electorate. The sample reflects the demographic 
composition of the likely November 2016 electorate per data from the U.S. Census Bureau, 
California Secretary of State, and several distinct voter files. The sample is 32 percent Democratic, 
41 percent Republican, and 27 percent NPP/Other by party registration. 


